BECOMING A GOOD POKER PLAYER

h. Analyze your poker mannerisms or get some kind
friend to do it for you. By some unconscious or habitual
gestures or reactions, you may be tipping off the observing
player that you hold a good hand or that you are bluffing,
or that you are undecided and a little extra pressure will
drive you out of the game. If you do discover that other
players have been taking advantage of such unwitting
advertising, you needn't discard the mannerisms altogether.
You can use them profitably for bluffing.

i. Sit tight when a run of bad hands comes. Don't try to
force your luck. You'll get plenty of chance for action when
a good hand comes along, as it must sooner or later.

A WORD TO THE BEGINNING PLAYER

One of the best possible ways for the beginning player
to become thoroughly familiar with the various poker com-
binations and their relative values is to play the poker
solitaire described on page 523. He should also get some-
one who plays the game to demonstrate the procedures and
methods of play- He might then watch a number of poker
sessions until he feels that he is familiar enough with the
game to take a hand in play himself. After he has had his
first few experiences in play, he will find that he can profit
greatly from a study of the rules. He will then have no
trouble learning any of the numerous variations of poker.

The beginning player should also refer to the color illus-
trations of hands facing pages 404-405 as a guide.
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